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Policy Update 

News from Human Resources and Skills 
Development (HRSD) 

When Prime Minister Martin announced his new 
Cabinet in July, Joe Volpe was reappointed as 
HRSD Minister. In addition, two literacy allies 
were named Parliamentary Secretaries to Minister 
Volpe. Peter Adams has been a long-time literacy 
champion and Gurbax Singh Malhi sat on the 
HRDC Standing Committee when it studied 
literacy. The new Minister for Social Development 
is Ken Dryden, another literacy supporter. At this 
point it is not clear when Senator Fairbairn will be 
reappointed as Special Advisor on Literacy. 

Recently, MCL met with the new Assistant Deputy 
Minister responsible for Learning (and literacy) at 
HRSD. Marie-Josee Thivierge assured us that 
reorganization within HRSD will support, rather 
than undermine, progress on a literacy agenda. She 
reported that literacy policy advances are a 
departmental priority and that high-level HRSD 
officials view literacy as integral to the success of 
the department’s mandate. MCL plans to be a part 
of the federal process and will work to ensure that 
the community is involved and infonned as well. 

Promising signs from the provinces 
and territories 

Both the Council of the Federation and the Council 
of Ministers of Education Canada (CMEC) have 
identified literacy as a priority. In July, Premiers at 
a Council of the Federation meeting received from 
their Ministers of Labour and Education a report 
entitled Council of the Federation: Government 
Initiatives Promoting Literacy Best Practices. 

The report (see www.councilofthefederation.ca) 
will be used by Ministers in each jurisdiction to 
improve literacy practices and approaches. 

Also, MCL has learned that CMEC, which 
publicly identified literacy as a priority after its 
meeting in March, is interested in moving forward 
on a pan-Canadian literacy strategy. MCL will 
monitor future CMEC meetings and will report on 
significant developments. 



More on Minority Governments 

• This is Canada’s first federal minority 
government in 25 years. 

• To survive, a minority government usually 
negotiates a coalition with another Party, 
or forms alliances motion by motion in 
order to pass legislation. Alternatively, a 
minority government may choose to 
pursue legislation that would be politically 
difficult to oppose (for example, increased 
federal support for healthcare). 

• The defeat of a bill involving a major 
policy issue, or a tax or supply bill, is 
regarded as a “vote of non-confidence”. 

• Following a “vote of non-confidence”, 
parliament is dissolved and a federal 
election is called. 

• On average, minority governments last 
aproximatelyl8 months before falling to 
a “vote of non-confidence” or before the 
governing party calls an election. 

• Some of Canada’s most progressive 
policies were enacted under minority 
governments, including old age pensions, 
universal healthcare, Canada student loans, 
and the Canada Assistance Plan. 

• For more information on politics and 
government, check out this non-profit, 
non-partisan, political education website: 
www.mapleleafweb.ca . 



Mark your calendars! 

International Literacy Day: Sept. 8 th 
Parliament Resumes: October 4 th 
Speech from the Throne: October 5 th 
Literacy Action Day 2004: October 21st 
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